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I.—Forerian Po.itics. 


2004. The following paragraph appears in the Indian Mirror :— 
Russia and Tibet. In regard to the Tibetan Mission now in 


Russia, 8 correspondent writes: ‘At the end of 
1899 M. Bamaieff, Professor of Chirese in St. Petersburg, went to Tibet with 


presents from the Czar for the Dalai Lama, and it is said that in October last 


a representative of the Dalai Lama was received by the Czar at Livadia in 
special audience, the: Chinese Minister in St. Petersburg being honoured with 
an audience at the same time. This return visit having been paid only 
last October, it 18 curious that another Tibetan Mission should proceed to 
Russia. The old rumours that Tibet is seeking a Russian Protectorate against 
British design on its liberty, are sure to be revived. The insinuation that the 
Indian Government really has designs on Tibet—that is, on the commercial 
monopoly exercised by the Lamas-— is said to find read y credence with the 
Tibetans, who may also suppose that the Russians, being further away, have 
less interest in breaking through the Tibetan trade monaqpoly. Asa matter of 
fact, however, it is Russia, rather than England, which has designs on 
Tibet ; and a Russian protectorate over Tibet would be quite in harmony with 
French designs upon Yunnan. Should the plansof both countries be carried 
out, the Russo-French Alliance would rule from the Himalayas to the Gulf 
of Tongking thereby encircling Burma and bringing such pressure upon Siam 
that this Kingdom would also fall entirely under their influence,” 
2095. Referring to Mr. Chamberlain’s reply to Sir Muncherjee Bhownagree, 
cht dian T. the subject of the grievances of British Indian 
Afica. residents in South Africa, in which the Colonial 


Secretary promised to approach the subject with 
Lord Milner in a sympathetic spirit, the Hindoo Patriot does not see what 


difficulty there can be in settling the question. By a single stroke of his 
powerful pen, Mr. Chamberlain can, the journal thinks, remove the hardships 
complained of. 


II.—Homr ADMINISTRATION, 


(a)— Police. 
2096. The following is an extract from the Chuadanga correspondent’s 
The Chaukidari cos. letter to the Bengalee :— 


The people have been put to serious incon- 
venience and trouble owing to the sudden increase of the chaukidari tax 
in the district. The number of chaukidars has been increased, and the 
monthly pay of each chaukidar has been raised from Rs. 4 to Rs. 5 a month. 
Where there were two chaukidars formerly, there have been appointed three; 
formerly the monthly pay was Rs. 8, now it has become Rs. 15, and the 
collection charge: has consequently increased, and hence the tax has been 
doubled. But there is not the least necessity for the increase of their monthly 
salary. As the day labourers are concerned in this tax, this sudden increase 
will tell heavily upon them. 

2097. In publishing the judgment of the Joint-Magistrate of Patna, 
Mr. Campbell and the excise ismissing the case brought by Inspector Campbell 
rosecutions against Mr. Charrier, against Mr. Charrier, who was charged with 
esse of the Dinapore outstill. keeping his outstill open after gun-fire, the Behar 
Herald draws the attention of the authorities to the Magistrate’s rem arks that 
Mr. Watling, the ex-lessee of the Dinapore outstill, whom Mr. Charrier had 
outbid, was fomenting these cases against Mr. Charrier and intriguing to get 
his license cancelled. If this is so, the Herald wishes to know how Mr. Campbell 
accounts for his conduct. “A he, 7 not intriguing with Mr, Watling, in 
tting up cases against Mr. Charrier? 
. "2098. The Amrita Bazar Pairika publishes the following particulars of a 
| ease in which the District Magistrate sided with 
Police rule in Dinajpur. the police against the judgment of two of his 
Deputy Magistrates. ee 
Basant Kumar Das, a _ respectable gentleman, of Dinajpur, was, 
some time ago, charged with stealing a watch belonging to a writer-constable. 
The case was tried by Babu Sarat Kumar Raha, Deputy Magistrate, whv 
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‘discharged the accused, the charge not being proved. The District Magistrate 
being dissatisfied with the decision, ordered a departmental enquiry, which 
was conducted by an officiating Inspector, who submitted a report, criticising 
the Deput Magistrate’s order and declaring the case to be true. The case was 
accordingly made over to another Deputy Magistrate, Babu Manosh Ranjan 
Sen, who also discharged the accused, commenting severely on the conduct 
of the police, who were — of having formed a conspiracy against 
the unfortunate gentleman. It is reported that, even after this finding, the 
District Magistrate recorded his opinion that he still held the case to be true. 
2099. Referring to this case, the Bengales hopes that the two Deputy 
Magistrates have not incurred the displeasure of 
the District authorities, or been threatened with 
stoppage of promotion, or, at best, with bad districts. 
9100. It is the honest conviction of the Amrita Bazar Patrika that for 
the purpose of the reformation of the police, 
Pe - higher Police appoint: the districts ought to be virtually put in charge of 
ee * . the natives of the soil The Patrika knows that 
the District Superintendentships must remain a monopoly for the stupid sons 
of officials, and, despairing of getting these posts given to natives, suggests 
that the Indian Inspectors should be made more independent of their superiors 
than they are now. 
2101. The Amrita Bazsr Patrika complains of the inability of the Khulna 


police to detect a case of murder, in which a 
Murder in Khulna. prostitute was killed and cut into six pieces, It 
is suggested that a detective of ability should be deputed there to reassure the 
eople. 
: 2102. The following is taken from the Behar Herald of the 7th August :— 
The whole District Reserve Police of Chapra, 
consisting of 45 constables and 2 head-constables, 
have been ordered to be confined in the police lines for a fortnight, asa 
departmental punishment. The Alexander Theatrical Company, comin 
from Lucknow, has been entertaining the public for a month, and it is alleged 
that these constables were constantly seeking free admittance to the perform- 
ances. On Sunday last there wasa wrestling match in the theatre ground, 
and these guardians of the peace not only sought free admittance, but also 
created a disturbance, and it is alleged, committed an assault. The manager 
at once reported the matter to the District Magistrate, who ordered an enquiry, 
with the result mentioned. The constables are chafing under the restraint, 
and have telegraphed to the Inspector-General as a sort of protest. 


Police rule in Dinajpur. 


The Chapra Reserve police. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


2103. The Amrita Bazar Pairika’s Rajshahi correspondent complains that 


oe Mr. T'widell, District Magistrate, has a way of 

, Mr. Twidell’s administration of yefusing to try cases when all the accused are not 
justice. , 

present. When among a number of accused a few 

only appear, the few are sent to hayut, bail being refused until the rest appear. 

The Patrika appeals to Mr. Twidell’s higher sense of justice to change his 

method, which, for many reasons, is untenable. | 

2104. The Rampur Boalia correspondent of the Bengalee reports that 

mas the subordinate officers of the present Magistrate 

are ‘ ee etty nearly in a reign of terror.” 

He hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will remove Mr - Twidell, and that Mr. 

Twidell himself will give the public no more opportunities for complaining 

against him. 


2105. The following paragraph appears in the Amrita Bazar Patrika:— 


aii _A special Criminal Appellate Bench will be 
spre of Sak ak “™ “° sitting from to-morrow to ton admitted appeals; 


and, as we announced on Saturday last, Mr. Justice 


Amir Ali will preside over it. It occurs to us, however, that the appeal of 
Sadak Ali, in the Noakhali murder case, is likely to come up before that Bench. 


If it does, we are sure the Chief Justice will see his way to transfer the appeal - 


tothe other Criminal Bench. Mr. Justice Amir Ali has taken a particular 
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view of the case, in @ most pronounced manner, and having done so, he cannot 
sit in judgment over Mr. Geidt’s view of it. 


2106. Referring to the confirmation by the High Court of the sentence 


‘ei of one year’s rigorous imprisoment passed on four 
daggers se ahaa people of the Gaya district, who helped a woman to 


commit sat, the Amrita Bazar Patrika holds that the Hon’ble Judges might — 


very well have “ considerably reduced the punishment, as the case was not pro- 
perly a sat, the parties implicated in it having acted under the influence of 
temporary insanity brought about by the plague If the woman was not suffer- 


ing from plague, and if plague had not demoralized the people, this sati would 
not have occurred.” 


(d)—Education. 


2107. Whatever may be said of the ecclesiastical bigotry of Dr. Welldon, 
the Behar News sincerely welcomes a discussion and 
examination of the Indian educational institutions, 
the constitution of the University, and the system 
and method of instruction imparted to Indian boys in schovls and colleges. 
That Indian boys are having a godless education cannot be denied, and though 
the writer does not support the suggestion made by Dr. Welldon that Bible 
teaching should be made compulsory, he is of opinion that moral and religious 
instruction on the lines adopted by Mrs. Besant in her Central Hindu 

College is absolutely necessary, e asserts that there is hardly any 
Indian home-life, whence children imbibe their ideas of morality, worth the 
name. The father, or malik of the family, is too buay with his professional 
business to look after his children, who are thus left to themselves or their evil 
companions. ‘‘ We want better men as fathers” says the writer, and this can 
be achieved by imparting religious and moral instruction. He recommends pri- 
vate institutions under Indian management to take the step suggested, and in- 
clude in their curriculum the Bhagawat Gita, the Ramayana Mahabharat and 
i and Vishupuran, etc., and also to employ a better class of teachers for the 
task. 

2108. The Bengalee devotes over two columns to a “brief” statement of 
the ‘*‘ salient ” facts connected with the case of 
a student of the Hooghly College who appeared 
at the last B. A. Examination. It is alleged thaton this student’s name not 
being gazetted among the successful candidates, enquiries were made which 
resulted in the discovery (1) that no marks had been awarded him in Mathema- 
tics, and (2) that the examiner in that subject had examined the papers in due 
course but had, through an oversight, omitted to send the marks to the Registrar. 
It is also stated that on a cursory examination of the answer-papers, made at a 
meeting of the Syndicate, it transpired that the marks, placed against several of 
the pepe had been altered and, in some cases, reduced. This led to the 
Syndicate giving permission to one of its members to examine the papers more 
carefully. In view of the questions involved in the case, the Bengalee os feels 
sure that the University owe it to themselves to direct a searching seater into 
the state of affairs, which renders possible the occurrence of scandals like the 
present. . »« . Who knows that Nalini Behari Ghose’s is the single case of 
its kind ?” | 

2109. The following paragraph is teben from the a over 

uch is the suggestive description given by 

Oe pertain ae o. fee 2 Port lnsienciion & Atm t0 the 
Maulvi Bazar High School, the Head Master of which has been summarily 
dismissed, and five students rusticated, by order of the Director. If the des- 
cription applied by the Director is well deserved, then gll we can say 18 that 
it appears to have taken the Head of the Education Department a pretty 4 
time in making such an important discovery. The school could not have been 
converted into a den of ruffians in one day, or one year. What were Inspec- 
tors, Assistant Inspectors, Deputy Inspectors and Su Inspectors doing = oe) 
time? What is the good of maintaining an elaborate staff of Inspe rn 
with all the inspection bestowed by them, a school can become @ den ot 


ruffians ? 


Dr. Welldon and religious edu- 
cation. 


The B. A. Examination scandal. 
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9110, Power and Guardian offers two tee: emai for ‘S converting the 

: | magnificent myth that passes muster in India, at 
oe the present day, for technical education, into a 
grand and glorious reality.” The first is for ‘our leaders, who are always 
fond of talk,” to form a committee and approach the millionaire, Mr. Andrew 
Carnegie, or any other millionaire, to devote a few millions to the establishment, 
proper equipment and maintenance of a technical institution, properly 
so-called.” This committee may, ‘‘if they know how to interest His 
Excellency in the movement,” obtain the countenance and support of Lord 
Curzon. 


) 


The second proposition is a very simple one, the acceptance of which will 
prove His Excellency’s genuineness of sentiment. It is for His Lordship “to ask 
the proprietors and managers of the factories now worked by European capital, 
under Raropent management, to try the experiment of training Indian youths 
in their working. By this means a number of educated Indians would be avail- 
able for service in the existing mills, and Kuropean mill-owners will not have to 
import covenanted servants irom abroad at high salaries. The Indians at the 


same time will find a new field open to them for the employment of their 
energies and talents.” 


After relieving itself of these two suggestions, Power and Guardian 
proposes to “stop here to-day, in the hope that the second proposal will 
elicit a kind and generous response, not only from the Viceroy, but also from 
English mill-owners and manufacturers in India.” 


2111, The Indian Nation, pointing to the unofficial Vice-Chancellor that 
the Madras University has elected this year, 
remarks that as there is no law prescribing the 
mode of appointment of Vice-Chancellors, and Chancellors of the future are 
likely to follow precedent, it would be well to insert a clause in the Act. whicb 


it is proposed to pass, to the effect that non-officials are under no 
disability. 


Vice-Chancellors of Universities. 


2112. The Indian Nation says the recent speech of Sir A, P. Mac- 
Donnell on Education is remarkable for more 
cane +: MacDonnell on edu- reasons than one. It disposes of the report that 
the Government is going to introduce the teach- 
ing of the Bible into schools and colleges, and repudiates the doctrine of 
Bishop Welldon that the only way to secure the loyalty of the Indian people 
is to Christianiza them. The writer then mentions the improvements effected 
in the systems in vogue in the Allahabad University, and wishes to know when 
“our very learned University will see its way to the acceptance of those 
reforms which have so noiselessly been introduced by Sir A. P. Mac Donnell in 
the educationally-backward provinces he governs.” 


2113. Referring to the article in the London Times, characterising the 
system of education in India as defective, the 
result of the control exercised by the University as 
disastrous, and pointing out the need of radical reforms in the entire 
educational machinery, the Bengalee remarks that it is the action of the 
Government that has contributed to this result. Its policy has been to stint 
and starve the Educational Service, when the public have repeatedly and 
vehemently urged that the quality of the Service should be improved, and a 
more liberal policy adopted. ‘The teaching imparted in our public schools 
and colleges, to-day, by Professors, imported on cheap terms from England, 
is in deplorable contrast to the teaching imparted in the fifties and sixties .. » 
The deterioration of the quality of teaching is due ... to the absence of & 
high moral and intellectual imfluence exerted by the present Professors on our 
youths, and to the want of all healthy environments and emulation.” 

The essential features of any scheme of educational reform are, the 
establishment. of boarding-houses and the appointment of first-class Professors, 
competent to adopt and work the system in force at Oxford and Cambridge, 
and unless and until the Government is prepared to provide the money, it 18 
premature to talk of reforms and unjust to accuse the University. | 


Indian education. 
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(e)—Local Self-Covernment and Munteipal Administration. 


2114. The following is taken from the Behar Herald: ~ 


cham 9g of Jamalpur have moved the 
new Chairman, Mr. T. R. Brown, by a petition, to 
take up the reorganisation of municipal affairs, 


which are in a thorough rotten and demoralised state. The important heads 
may be briefly put down as follow:— | 


(1) The whole town, save the European portion, is fiithy to sickness, and 
the situation is grave, in view of the pete recrudescence of plague. 
The mehters have discontiued their work, on the plea of non payment of 
salary. ) 


(2) Collections of rates have ceased. The order of payment into the 
Municipal office is impracticable and troublesome. The negligence of the 
Municipal authorities is responsible for large arrears, and the order to pay up 
all at once is likely to cause great oppression to the poor rate-payers. 


(3) That the T'ax-collecting department; is not properly supervised. The 
new men do not understand their work and, in some cases, sufficient security 
has not been taken. 


(4) The Commissioners had no authority to write off a very large amount 
alleged to have been defalcated by the collectors, and they should have taken 


steps to recover the due, by taking legal steps, and that their action was illegal 
and ulira vires. 


(5) That the Head-clerk is very insulting to rate-payers; no record is 
allowed to be seen by them; no information could be got trom him; and no 
reply is given to any petition made by the rate-payers. 

These charges are very serious, and we hope the present Chairman, noted 


for his ability and honesty, will direct enquiries into the matter and redress the 
grievances alluded to above. 


2115. The Hast hears that the Narainganj Municipality is about to introduce 
a bye-law regulating the blast of the steamers 
plying between Gopechar and Narainganj. If 
this bye-law is passed, the navigation in the 
Sitallakha will be simply impossible, and fraught with serious mishaps to life 
and property. It is hoped it will not receive the sanction of the Bengal 
Governinent. 


A few months ago a railway driver was fined for prolonged whistling as 
the train entered the station. 

2116. iteverting to the question of the agreement required to be signed by 
the Collector of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation, 
the Bengalee dwells on the mis-statements of 
Mr. Bolton, who pronounced the agreement to be such as is usually taken from 
Government servants, and declared that under it the Collector was no longer liable 
for the result of suits for damages instituted by rate-payers against the Corpora- 
tion. It is actually based on the terms of bonds executed by Government 
Treasurers, but the duties of the two officers areso palpably different, that the 


Necessary reorganisation of 
municipal affairs at Jamalpur. 


Restrictions on danger signals at 
Naraipganj. 


Mr. Bolton and the Collector. 


terms cannot apply to the Collector. Furthermore, Treasurers are allowed to 


appoint their subordinates, an advantage which Mr. Bolton has denied the 
Collector. The Corporation should have fully settled what they wanted before 
they advertised for candidates for the post. With the object of modifying 
the agreement for future incumbents, the Chairman stated that Inspectors were 
not to make collections, but in spite of this, thosein charge of the Collection 
Department are now allowing Inspectors to collect money. Rate-payers would, 
therefore, be justified in refusing payments to Inspectors. 
2117. With reference to the resignation of Babu Provas Chandra Mitter, 
M.A., B.L., of his appointment as Collector of the 
The Collectorship of the Cal- Calcutta Corporation, Power and Guardian makes 
an eee: the following remarks:— . 


It now becomes clear as noonday that what the European Executive of the Corporation 
want isto remove the remotest chance of any native getting a respectable appointment in the 


Municipality, and what better proof of Local Self-Government can there be? Forsooth, 
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will not wonder, if some fine morning I am to awake and find that the Calcutta Corporation 
- ae incorporated with the Government. The case has gone from bad to worse _ from 
the worse to the worst, till now there is not left even the semblance of self-government. To 
say after this that the rate-payers have any voice in managing their own affairs, is to say 


that some mortal rules the planet moon. ‘ ‘ ‘ 


I feel almost confident that from the beginning this was exactly why the re-organ- 
isation was thought of; and if Provash Babu, or any other Babu for the matter of that, was 
sought at first to be appointed, it was simply to act asa blind. If Mr. D’Oruz is to be the 
Collector, he must find w lakh of|rupees as required by the Commissioners. If he cannot do 
that, he ought not, even if he be the right-hand man of Mr. Blackwood, to be placed where 
he should not be. The public are well aware of the many complaints—and serious com- 
plaints too—that have from time to time been preferred against Mr. D’Cruz, in connection 
with the Warrant Department, and to pitchfork him into an appointment, the requirements of 
which he does not by any means fulfil, is to carry matters with too high a hand even for 
official-riden India. I believe the more the officials in charge of the first Municipality-in 
India act in this high-handed fashion, the sooner comes the day of retribution. Such a state 
of things cannot continue, even under so strong-willed a Viceroy as Lord Curzon. If His 
Excellency has willed it that Calcutta will no longer have self-government, it is only 
necessary for his fair fame to say 80 openly; instead of allowing things to be managed in 
this arbitrary way. I may, however, assure him that I and all tho other rate-payers are 
rather glad that the end is almost in sight and the crisis is near at hand. India and England 
are now separated by only 15 days’ travel ; and whatever happens here, is sure to reach there. 
There may be a short delay, but let Messrs. Greer, Blackwood, D’Cruz and Co. beware. It 
is not they, but the British public and Parliament who are the arb:ters of our fate! 


2118. The Bengalee, eer | very poor © coe to rag lemme on 

i cl the advantages and disadvantages of appointin 

ee Europeans - Chairmen of enicigal’ Boards 
proceeds to question the power of the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas to interfere, 
as he has done under section 63 of the Bengal amg Act, with the election 
of Babu Baroda Kanta Mitter as Chairman of the Naihati Municipality, vice 
Mr. Orr, resigned. It hints that in all probability, Mr. Lyall would not have 
objected if the rate-payers had elected Mr. Robertson instead. 

‘The intention of the legislature in enacting section 63 of the Bengal 
Municipal Act was to provide a safeguard against the high-handed proceedings 
of Municipalities. It certainly was not the intention of the Legislature, 
to place in the hands of the executive a formidable instrument for the purpose 
of interfering with the free action of Municipal Boards, and thus effectually 
hampering the cause of local self-government. The case, however, is now 
before His Honour the Lieutenant Governor, and we hope that His Honour will 
only consider the importance of the issues raised, and deal with the matter with 
his usual impartiality. In the meantime we would advise the Naihati Munici- 
pality to seek legal opinion on the matter and approach the Government 
with such opinion.” 

2119. Leaving the question of Mr. Lyall’s action in the matter of the 

“bce ck ck election of a Chairman of the Naihati Municipality, 

Municipality. — “pice Mr. Orr, resigned, of which it has recently 

written a great deal, the Bengalee has discovered 

another case in which the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas has interfered with the 
proceedings of local bodies. 

It publishes a letter in which, at Mr. Lyall’s instance, the Chairman of the Nai- 
hati Municipality divested a local Commissioner of his executive power. The 
powers of control which a Magistrate may exercise over a Municipality are 
strictly defined and specified, and beyond them he has none, and to seek to 
assume powers beyond the law is notonly unwarrantable, but unbecoming 
the position of a District Magistrate, and the Bengalee is sure that Mr. Lyall 
will see the impropriety of stepping beyond the bounds of law in dealing with 
municipalities under his control. 

9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


2120. The Behar = omens that considerable inconyenience 1s 
| elt by railway passengers at Jamalpur, owing to 
eee ey verre the down loop passenger not PO iM with 
the 4-45 rp, Mm. Monghyr branch line train. To add to this, the latter train is 
systematically detained at Shofia Serai, where a Railway Engineer has his 
solitary bungalow. i joe 
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2121. The Bengatlee publishes a letter from Lalit Mohan Ghosal, who  — Bswaass, 
urges the Government to consider, without further °! 4%: 191. 
delay, the subject of draining the vast count 
constituting Lower Bengal, over which run 150 miles of the Kastern Ringel, 
and 100 miles of the Bengal Central Railways, as well as of excavating all 
silted rivers and rivulets. Mr. A. M. Bose asked for an enquiry in this matter, 
but the Hon’ble Mr. Buckley did not even reply to the question put in tbe 
Bengal Council. It was not until the state of affairs was brought before 
Parliament, by Lord Stanley of Alderley, that the Under-Secretary of State 
sanctioned a new waterway near Dum-Dum, and this fact ‘is a sad commentary 
upon the practical sympathy of the Government with the agrarian interests of 
the country. | | 
A large number of culverts is necessary in different parts of the railway 
lines, and among other measures to be undertaken, the Naweyi must be 
excavated by Government, for the good of sanitation, cultivation and trade. 
2122. The Bengale says: “The Indian Press is deeply interested in , B#*s4t8 
securing to third and intermediate-class railwa oe 
passengers the comforts and conveniences to whish 
they are entitled. The notorious neglect of all considerations of comfort in 
their case is a scandal for the removal of which no serious effort has. yet been 
made.” 
The grievances which the writer considers demand immediate attention 
are—(1) the want of proper refreshment-rooms for Hindus and Muhammadans, 
(2) the taxing of platform sweetmeat-vendors; (3) the want of a latrine carriage 
for male third-class passengers on the East Indian Railway, and the want 
of latrine carriages for either male or female intermediate-class passengers on 
the same railway. 
2123. The Bengalee again complains of the way in which third-class BENGALER, 
: passengers at Howrah are treated by the railway °" 4%% 1°: 
_— officials. The passage to the platform is too 
narrow, and the pushing and jostling is unbearable, while the officials treat the 
passengers like so many “dumb-driven cattle.” It is a disgrace, of which any 
railway administration should be ashamed, 
2124. Noticing the complaint of a Eurasian guard that the most — Bescates, 
invidious distinctions are made between European tb Aug. 1901. 
ot pag of Eurasian railway ond Eurasian guards of the Eastern Bengal State 
eT Railway, the Bengalee insists upon the principle 
that social considerations should be eliminated in making appointments to the 
public departments. It takes the opportunity of preaching to Eurasians 
the desirability of throwing in their lot with the children of the soil, with 
whom it identifies them; and of co-operating with them for their common 
advancement. ae 
2125. The Indian Empire publishes the notification issued recently by crags 
the Traffic Superintendent, Eastern Bengal State odioes 
: Female compartment in an in. Railway, reserving a compartment in the interme- 
cs ops Ae egg to be reserved iste class carriuge provided for women for pay 
haut elerks and their guards, when they travel with 
money. 
| It strongly objects to the female compartment being usurped for this 
f - re and appeals to the Traffic Superintendent to modify this portion of 
the order. ae 


Drainage of Lower. Bengal. 


Some railway grievances. 


Bd 


(h)— General, 


2126. The Last complains that the management of the Mitford Hospital East, 
(Dacca) does not receive proper attention from the  *r4 Aug. 1901. 


The Mitford Hospital. = = Civil Surgeon. For one me the supply of dress- 
ing materials for the surgical wards is said to be insufficient. 

’ 2127. The a Bazar Patrika invites the Lieutenant-Governor’s — gag 
attention to the grievances of three men who, under 5,4 4... 1901, 

4 Sank onto. Sir Rivers Thompson and Sir Steuart Bayley’s 

orders, were selected for Sub-Deputy Collectorships and guaranteed appoint- 

ments in due course, but whose claims have been overlooked. The Pa trika 

‘suggests that as a bare act of justice they should be nominated for appoint- 


ments in the Subordinate Civil Service. 
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2128, Since August 1900, the clerks of the office of the Controller of 

Military Accounts have, says the Bengalee, been 

made to attend office daily from 10-30 a.m. to 6 

p.M., with a view to work off arrears, The paper deems this a great hardship 

and suggests that extra hands be employed to clear off the arrears, and hopes 

that the grievances of the clerks may be noticed by His Excellency the 

Viceroy. 

2199, Commenting on His Honour’s reply to the People’s Association 

of Faridpur, that the people must themselves 

Sir John Woodburn and water supply their own drinking-water, the Amrita Bazar 
scarcity. Patrika remarks :— 

atrika remarks: 

‘‘ His Honour knows as well as anybody else, that the District Boards have 
very little money to spare for such a purpose. but is it just and fair that this 
burden should be thrown upon the zamindars and the villagers,” 

Under Hindu and Musalman rule it was the zamindais who excavated 
tanks and wells, and villagers also supplied themselves with their own drinking- 
water. ‘' But the English Government, however, imposed the road cess and 
absolved the land-holding classes of this duty. One of the objects of the 
cess, to quote the words of the Duke of Argyll who levied it, is ‘the making 
and improving of wells, tanks and other works of irrigation affecting com- 
paratively small areas of land.’ So, here it has been distinctly laid down 
that village tanks should be made out of the proceeds of the. cess. Witn what 
sense of justice and fairness, then, can the zamindars and the villagers, who all 

ay the road cess, be asked to perform a duty which the Government took upon 
itself by levying that impost?”’ 

So His Hozour is recommended, in the words of Sir A. P. MacDonnell, to 
make ‘‘all local authorities concentrate their efforts’? on the improvement of 
water-supply. What has, however, hitherto been done is to spend almost the 
entire road cessfunds in maintaining provincial roads, educational institutions 
and hospitals, the cost of which ought to have been borne by the Government, 
and to neglect the supreme and sacred duty of furnishing the people with 
drinking water. This policy should now be changecl, and Boards should be 
relieved of these heavy duties, otherwise it will be impossible to cope with the 
water difficulty. 

2130. The Amrita Bazar Pairika has along, rambling article leading up 
to a suggestion thet before Lord Curzon and Sir 
John Woodburn retire, they should do something 
to make the people more contented, and the Government more popular. 

The article starts on a quotation from what Mr. Wilson, of the Jnveséor’s 
Review, has to say of the success achieved by placing his own private famine 
fund under the adininistration of a purely Indian Committee. ‘: There are 
many ways,” says Mr. Wilson, ‘‘in which the natives of India could help us, 
if we would only let them.” That is just what the Patrika thinks, and it 
considers that the British should take lessons on the value of using indigenous 
labour, from the Russians, and tne Mussulman rulers of India. ‘‘ The Russians 
trust the dependent peoples and profit by following the noble policy. But the 
rulers of India will do everything themselves, and the work done by them is 
necessarily sometimes unsatisfactory.” 

The Patrika thinks that if all the money spent on famine relief had been 
entrusted to children of the soil, the work would have been done better. 

The article then goes back to 1860, to cases in which the European Magis- 
trates of Nadia and Jessore, being surrounded by threatening crowds of raiyats, 
were saved by some arrests being made by the darogas who were present with 
them. The Patrika seems to think that these Magistrates would not have 
escaped had they had with them European police officers, instead of native 
darogas, This is followed by a paragraph on the demerits of European District 


Superintendents of Police, who are not, “asa rule, a very intelligent class 
of men. | 


Grievances of clerks. 


Want of confidence in Indians. 


IV.—Native Srates, 


2131. The following telegram appears in the Indian Mirror:— 
a . Ppa ree aga lst — si 

os e so-called address to Bara Thakur at Comi 
wis Fol npg une the Mabe 18 @ mere political dodge, played by Bara Thakur’s 
insignificant handful of partizans and counsellors. 


( 
f 
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Citizens of Comilla never joined the reception. No public meeting was ever 
called. A public address was proposed by the said partizans in the Bar Library, 
but was strongly condemned and opposed’ by almost all present, specially for 
its political reference. T’he address was given silently at night, in Bara 


Thakur’s private room, to avoid opposition. The public are indignant for 
unscrupulous misrepresentation of facts. Contradictions are dalieaasl. 


2132. During the recent visit of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to 


The Bars Thakur and the Comilla, to interview the Maharaja and Bara 
Maharaja of Tippera. hakur of Tippera, Power and Guardian mentions 
that the latter, who appeared in public for the first time since his father’s death, 
was received with great enthusiasm and affection by the people of Agartola 
and Comilla. This shows the Thakur’s popularity, and the newspaper hopes 
this incident will have its due weight with those who have to detide the case 
between the two Princes. 


2133. Power and Guardian reproduces certain passages from a saned 


recently granted to one of the Chiefs of the Chota 


The Feudatory Chiefs of Chota Nagur Division, and comments thereon as follows :— 
| . . 


Nagpur. 
‘¢'The above hardly needs any words of comment. 
The clauses we have quoted simply reduces the Chief to a cipher—an orna- 
mental figure-head—who is to do as he is bidden, the deviation of an inch from 
the path chalked out for him by the alten rulers, who come here for a few 
years to accumulate wealth and obtain honours with which to create an artificial 
osition for themselves when they return to England, means trouble and per- 
haps deposition, ‘There can be no manner of excuse for this forcible extinction 
of all powers and privileges hitherto enjoyed by the lesser Chiefs, unless we 
take it as granted that the Viceroy wants to reduce them gradually to the 
position of mere zamindars and deprive them of all political powers which they 
have exercised from time immemorial. Such a policyis, indeed, a policy of 
repression for the pursuit of which no clear case has been made out by the 
Government. Itis the first serious blow at the autonomy of Native States— 
powerful factors in the integrity of the British Empire.” 


V.—PrRospEcts oF THE Crops AND ConpITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


2134. The following paragraph is taken from the Bengalee :— 

he summary of the crop and weather 
reports as published in yesterday’s Calcutia Gazette, 
is a disquieting reading, as rain is reported to be badly wanted in almost 
every district in Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. The agricultural outlook is 
thus a very gloomy one; and, as has so. often happened, it is feared that too 
much rain in September or October will complete the catastrophe. We would 
call the serious attention of Government and District authorities to this state 
of things, in order that measures may be taken betimes to minimise human 
suffering, consequent on searcity of food-grains. | 


Want of rain. 


V1I.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


2135. The Hindoo Patriot appeals to zamindars and zamindari associations 
| _. both in Bengal and Bihar to work in peace and 
“te Council seat for azamindari bermony in the matter of the eléction of a member 


representative. to the local Council, The election must be made 
® common cause and all friction must be put aside; so that the privilege be 
not hereafter taken away by the Government. 


21386. Referring to the differences that have arisen in the matter of the 
election of a member to the Bengal Council, be- 
ant. tween the Calcutta and the mufassal zamindars 


r~disagreements which haye been intensified by the recent action of the 
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’ 


Committee of the British Indian Association striking about.20 zamindars— 
“We are’ very sorry to observe that al]: these: proceedings:are . undignified, 
and calculated +5 remilikte ‘the landed aristocracy of . Bengal: .in the..eyes, of 
the public. ''We ‘had ‘hoped:that better-counsels. would prevail. But the split. 
appears now.to be complete.” ii eee OOOO AN TAC Ad BHO Fann 
- 2137. The following is an extract from an article in the Hindoo 
The Council seat for a zamindari Patrwt :— 
representative. 


“ We understand that a conference of the leaders of the Caloutta and the mufassal 
zamindars will shortly be held for the purpose of settling the dispute that has arisen in 


connection with the ensuing election. This is as it should be, and we are very glad that 
the leaders of both the parties have thought of such an amicable settlement. This is a 
news which will gladden all hearts and render relief to those who are interested in this elec- 


tioneering campaign.” 


2138. In referring to the closing incident of Mr. Pennell’s case in 
England, the Behar Herald deeply deplores tho 
Bengal Government’s recommendation of dismisga] 
and adds that, as in the Thorburn incident of 1898. 
an apology from Mr. Pennell should have satisfied the irate officials, who have 
taken offence at his indiscreet language, but have not questioned his 
motives. — 7 | a 
Instead of being dismissed, Mr, Pennell should have been given a chance - 
elsewhere, a8 it is monstrous to say that he can no longer be employed to the 
advantage of Government. If the verdict of the people of India were taken, 
99 per cent. would say that Mr. Pennell could be employed to their advantage, 
tg what benefits them, benefits the Government, as Government exists only 
for the people. or eee | 
Mr. Pennell’s dismissal will make the people despair. The official dye 
will go yet decper down, and the artificial oneness of opinion and sentiment. 
which Government wants to fashion and maintain, even at the cost of the 
candour of honest, zealous and high-placed officials, will greatly tell on the 
efficiency of the administration. | 
2189. The Bengalee says: ‘The Indian public have read with astonish- 
ment the rebuke which the Secretary of State has 
administered to Lord Curzon and his Councillors 
in the matter of the memorials for compensation 
from certain Civil Engineers from Cooper’s Hill College.” | 
The RBengalee knows nothing of the merits of the case, but says: ‘ What 
has taken the Indian public by surprise is the intemperate tone of the remarks 
and the absence of that official calmness and sobriety which the public have 
a right to expect in the communications of the highest Indian authority. 
The remarks of the Secretary of State would scarcely be worthy of an office. 
master administering a wigging to a head-clerk. The remarks are unworthy 
of a Secretary of State and are not fit to be addressed to the honoured head of 
the Government of India.” © ae ee A 
The writer goes on to attribute the appearance of this reprimand in. 
Reuter’s telegram to a desire of Lord George Hamilton and his advisers fo 
humiliate the Government of India in the eyes of the people of India. The 
prestige of the Government of India has received a rude shock by this public 
reprimand. : 


Mr. Pennell’s case, and the 
reflection it suggests. 


Lord Curzon and Lord George 
Hawilton, 


OFFICE OF THE Inspr.-GENERAL 
or Potice, L. P., F. C. DALY, 


Writers’ Burpras, 


| Asst. to Inspr.-General of Police, L. P. | 
The 10th August 1901. J | 
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